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Number of Married Couples (Census Bureau)
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Median Income of Married Couples (Census Bureau)
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Family Characteristics of Women in the Top, Middle and Bottom
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Family  Characteristics of Men in the Top, Middle and Bottom
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Average Earnings Rank of Spouses in the Top, Middle and Bottom
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Summary and Implications for Low Wage Work

First business cycle recovery without an increase in median household 
income.

First business cycle recovery with stagnant median earnings for women y y g g
(except for late 1970s).

First business cycle recovery of past three decades without significant 
increase in work hours by wives.y

Increasing tendency for family dynamics to favor the top tenth of 
earners, among both men and women (also among blacks and whites): 
marriage declined the least and the earnings rank of spouses increased g g p
the most. 

Implication for low wage work: families will be increasingly unable to 
make up for stagnant and declining earnings through increasing the p g g g g g
labor supply of women and other family members.

Policies that improve earnings, benefits, and conditions for low wage 
workers will be all the more critical in the current environment, 
including those that facilitate work by parents.







Occupational Distribution of Women in the Top 10 Percent
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Occupational Distribution of Women in the Middle 10 Percent
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EARNINGS RANGE
1970:   $319 - $364
2000:   $461 - $532 (45% ↑)
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Occupational Distribution of Women in the Bottom 10 Percent
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EARNINGS RANGE
1970:   $140 - $191
2000:   $169 - $243 (26% ↑)
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Occupational Distribution of Men in the Top 10 Percent
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EARNINGS RANGE
1970:   $1,011  - $1,381
2000:   $1,353 - $2,050 (41% 
↑)
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Occupational Distribution of Men in the Middle 10 Percent
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EARNINGS RANGE
1970:   $622 - $687
2000:   $670 - $769 (10% ↑)
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Occupational Distribution of Men in the Bottom 10 Percent
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Occupational Distribution of Men in the Bottom 10 Percent

EARNINGS RANGE
1970:   $277 - $401
2000:   $240 - $365 (12% ↓)
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